THE  SPANISH WAR

three thousand yards farther back a motor column, carry-
ing a second line of troops and three batteries of artillery
appeared.
But at the moment when the alarm reached the head-
quarters of General Monasteno, It found the whole of
that cavalry corps and its accompanying mechanical units
not only very much awake, but actually in inarching
formation It had happened that a couple of the cavalry
units were being withdrawn that day for a minor opera-
tion on the opposite or left flank, and that. General
Monasteno having chosen that occasion for an entire re-
grouping of his forces, all of them were assembled
The General himself was inspecting a cavalry squadron
when an orderly dashed up with the urgent message.
There was a sudden grouping of staff officers, all on horse-
back, while the General dictated his orders. The first
sent a battery of horse-drawn artillery, followed by two
others drawn by tractors, to a point south of Sesena where,
though covered by the slopes, they could direct an intense
artillery fire on the railway embankment where the
armoured train had come to a stop Other orders sent
squadron after squadron and motor-carried units, the one
after the other, hurrying to their places in the line. This
attack had begun at eight o'clock in the morning. At
half-past eight the first Nationalist shells began to fall
round the armoured tram One hit was scored within
five minutes on the first protected truck. The shell cut
right through the plate and blew up one of the gun
turrets. The second truck was hit twice and the loco-
motive was hit by shell fragments. The Red officer in
charge of the armoured train saw he could not bring his
one remaining gun to bear on the Nationalist batteries,
for the good reason that he did not know where they were.
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